for the clause, a townsman who went to a city.” And so the household 
of Rabbi taught the passage: A city-dweller who went to a town [but 
not the reverse]. 


2; 1:2: As to a townsman, what is the law on his serving to [read the 
scroll of Esther and so] fulfill the obligation for a city- dweller? The 
answer may derive from the following: Whoever is not liable for a 
matter cannot fulfill the obligation to carry out that matter as the agent 
of the community. [Since the date of liability is different, the one 
cannot serve as the agent for the other to carry out his obligation for 
him.] As to a city-dweller, what is the law on his serving to [read the 
scroll of Esther and so] fulfill the obligation of a townsman? Let the 
answer derive from the following: Whoever is not liable for a matter 
cannot fulfill the obligation to carry out that matter as the agent of the 
community. 


3. 1:3: R. Yudan raised the question, “A townsman who decided to move 
his household on the night of the fifteenth of Adar [and to move to the 
city: Do we regard him as already moved since he has decided to do 
so?]” 


4. I:4: Those who embark on a caravan or set sail read the Scroll of 
Esther] on the fourteenth of Adar [T. Meg. 1:2A]. 


XVI. YERUSHALMI MEGILLAH 2:4 


[A] FROM WHAT POINT DOES A PERSON READ THE SCROLL AND THEREBY CARRY OUT 
HIS OBLIGATION? R. MER says, ““THE WHOLE THING.” R. JUDAH SAYS, 
“FROM, ‘THERE WAS A CERTAIN Jew” (Est. 2:5). R. Yos& says, “From 
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‘AFTER THESE THINGS” (Est. 3:1). 


1. 1:1: Abbahu in the name of R. Eleazar: “He who says [one reads the 
whole of it [cites the following verse in support of his position]: “And 
therefore, because of all that was written in this letter’ (Est. 9:26). “He 
who says it is from, “There was a certain Jew’ (Est. 2:5) cites, ‘And of 
what they had faced in this matter’ (Est. 9:26). “He who says it is from, 
‘After these things,’ cites, ‘and of what had befallen them’” (Est. 

9:16). 


2. I:2: Ba, R. Jeremiah in the name of Rab: “The law accords with the 
view of R. Meir, who holds that one must read the whole of it [the 
scroll of Esther].” R. Zeirah in the name of R. Yohanan: “With regard 
to the laws of intermingling boundaries to form a single domain for 


